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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


H. Ballou’s reply to Mr. Jacob Tidd. 


[Continued. } 

Sir,—You are particular fo inquire of me, why Felix 
freaibled when Paul reasoned of righteeusness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come, if this apostle preached 
the unconditional doctrine for which} contend. In re- 
ply, permit me to say, that I see no relation between 
your query and the subject to which youreferit. The 
judgments of God for unrighteousness and intemperance, 
in which, no doubt, Felix was too indulgent, form no 
solid argument against the reconciliation of the subjects 
of such judgments. The tradition which supposes that 
the judgments which are denounced against the wicked, 
refer to a future state, is entirely without foundation. 
Notice the judgments denounced on David, king of Is- 
racl, for his heinous offences; they were all visited up- 
on him in this mortal state. Also, the judgments on 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, they were not defer- 
ed to another world; but in these cases, as well as in 
many others, which might be named, the judgments 
executed were designed to effect the reconciliation of 
fie rebellious, end really resulted in this salutary ef- 
fect. Why then, Lask, do you and others apply the 


ve 








subject of judgment, of which Paul reasoned before 
belix, to a future state, especially as long us there is no 
timation in connexion with the subject which justi 
fics such an application? 
In your ré marke on the passage whieh I quoted, | 
l: says, that God ‘* will have all men to be saved | 
nd to came unto the knowledge of the truth,” and 
that also which says; he ‘* worketh all things after the | 
ounsel of his own will,’’ you have framed a direct con- 
fridiction. Yon allow that God has * required certain 


tings of men which it is his will that they should per- 
form and receive consequent happiness ;°* and you fur- 
ther say thet you believe that he worketh all things 
atier the counsel of his own will and pleasure,” and yet 
pou deny the certain salvation of man! Surely, eir, if 
Cod wills that we should obey him and thereby be hap- 
py, and works all things after the counsel of his own 
will, it follows, of necessary consequence, that we shall 
obey and be blessed. It is am unhappy circumstance, 
Mr. Tidd, that your opposition to the truth is so invet- 





erate, that it blinds your mind, that you are unable to 
compare your own remarks in a way to discern their | 
direct absurdity. Laboring under this difficulty, you 
grope for the meaning of Rom. ii 12 16. “ Foras many 
ns have sinned without law, shall also perish without 
law; and as many as have sinned in the law, shall be 
judged by the law, in the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 
gospel.” _ Now, sir, | say as I said before; there is no 
relation in this passage to the annihilation of any of the 
human family, nor yet to the future state of man. At 
this you effect to be surprised, and represent the asser- 
tion a bold one,” &c. Sir, I do seriously pity your ig- 
norance. If this passage means to apply to the hereaf- 
ter state of mankind, it certainly means that all man- 
kind will be condemned in that state! Who does 
Paul argue had sinned without law? Answer, all the 
Gentile world. Who had sinned in the law? All the 
Jewish commonwealth. These tegether comprise all! 
mankind. Now it is evident that the apostle means 
the same by perishing without law, as he does by being 
judged by the law; that is, he means that all who have 
tinned must receive condemnation. See chap. iii 9 19, 





‘* What then? are we better than they? No, in no stand its meaning—See the words; ‘* And, behold, 
wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gen- there be last which shall be first, and there are frst 
tiles, that they are all under sin—Now we know, that which shall be last.” Look, sir, and see whether this 
what things soever the law saith, it suith to them who passage respect: thefuture state of mankind, or the re- 
are under the Jaw; that every mouth may be stopped, jection of the house of Israel for a seasen, the reception 
and all the world may become guilty before God.”— of the Gentiles to favor, and the bringing in of the 
Sir, if you believe that this condemnation and guilt are Jews afterwards, as expressed by St. Pavl, Rom. 11, 
to be the administration of the law im-the future world, “ For } would not brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
then, if you are consistent with yourself, you must be} of this mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your owa 
lieve that all mankind will be condemned in the future ‘conceits,) that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
world! But would you know what the apostle’s mean- | until the fulness of the Gentiles be comein. And so 
ing is? then notice the 23d and 24th verses; “For all/all Israel shall be saved; as it is written, there shall 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; be-|come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away 
ing justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- | ungodiiness from Jacob.*’ I will add, the Jews, ever 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” since their dispersion, have seen the Gentiles sitting 
You are again full of wonder at the boldness of my | down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom 
assertion, that whatever might have beew the vague no- | of God, which is the gospel, and themselves cast out, 
tions of the Jews and Gentiles respecting future pun-| where they have weeping, wailing, and gnashing of 
ishment, Jesus gave the Jews no intimation of punish- teeth. 
ment hereafter, in‘ Mat. xxiii 33, and its connexion. The passage in Joha v 28, &c. on which you depend 
You seem to think that I did not understand you re- with much coafidence, I shal) notice in a future num- 
specting the views of Jews and Gentiles, and I do not| ber of the Magazine, (T'o be continued.) 
know that I did; nor do I know now that] understand } 
you. I am certain that 1 do not understand you if 
there is any such thing as good sense in your question, THE BIBLE A STORE HOUSE OF 
for this | see not. The Saviour was not discoarsing on 
the subject of a future state ; he was speaking concern- INSTRUCTION. 
ing things of this world. See the connexion; *‘ Where-| Man is not only a worm as to his extract, but a beast 
fore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the/| as to his knowledge; hence the most sagacious of Ad- 
children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up|am’s sons would be but fools in things that concern 
then the measure of your fathers, Yeserpents, ye gen-| them most, without this divine monitor, the scripture. 
eration of vipers! how can ye eschpe the damnation of | Here | am informed when the world began, and who 


— > a 





' . 
; hell? Wherefore, behold, I send unte you prophets; was my trst parent, the head of all men on earth ; how 


and wise men, and scribes ; and some of them ye shal] sin and death entered into the world, and how both 
kill and crucify ; and some of them shall ye scourge in} can be destroyed. Here the glory of the one God 
your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city ; shines, and darts comfort and surprise on the enraptur- 
that upon you may come al] the righteous blood shed ed inquirer. By the scriptures of truth, the concerns 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto | of a future world are clearly presented to me. Would 
the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew |1 be a member of Christ, and wear the robe of righte- 
between the temple and the altar, Verily I say unto | ousness? Well they tell me how {f may become the 
you, al] these things shal] come upon this generation,” | one, and be clothed with the other. If sin press hard 
&c. Now, sir, if there be any thing plainly expressed | upon me, they shew me where to cast my sins; if weak- 
in all this scripture, it is, that the ‘* damnation of hell,’ | ness vex me, whence to draw my strength, and it 
of which Jesus spake, would be executed on the gener- | whom | am complete—they counsel me in my doubts, 
ation nt on the stage. If you will carefully read the | | and shine upon my darkness. Not a calamity can | be 
conclusion ef this chapter, and pereue the subject in the | in, but they can cheer; not a step | need to take, but 
next, where ihe Saviour speaks of the destruction of they cen direct. AmJason of Zion? then Il am to 
Jerusalem, you will find that be again confines all to/seek ber peace, her welfare and prosperity. Is the 
that generation. See chap. xxiv 34, “Verily I say unto | church in distress? | am not to rest praying God to es- 
you, this generation shall not pass fill all these things| tablish her, and make her a praise through the whole 
be fulfilled.” Jf you would spend half as much time in| earth. Does he hide his face from me? Then J am to 
reading the scriptures in their connexion, as you do in| seek, mot cease to seek him, till I find the beloved of 
opposing their true meaning with nothing but your own | my soul. Do | pine by his blow? Vet at the work of 
imaginations and traditions unfounded in truth, you his band I amto be dumb. Does he remove my rela- 
would soon find that the bible is a very different book | tions by death? still 1 am to bold my peace, and even 
from what you now view it to be. | Subscribe, Amen. Ai I injured? Then I am to for- 

In reply to your remarks respecting what I said in, give. Am I reproached? This Iam to pass by. Do 
reply to Luke xiii 24, &c. 1 need only to inform you, | “men dispitefully use me? For them | amto pray. Mus¥ 


that we have no intimation that the question to which | remove from this world? Then | am to pass my time . 


the Saviour replied had any reference to a future state; ‘only as a sojourner; not a fixed inhabitant. Do I en- 
and until you prove it had, you ought to know that joy baman society? That is (o be improved in speaking 


your reasoning on the subject only tends to discover vpon divine things. Am | among sinners? Then | am | 


your ignorance of the nature of reasoning. [ deem it to reprove. Among saints? These 1 am fo imitate.— 
labor lost to be at the trouble of taking hold of your Have [ an house? It isto be a place of righteousness. 
finger and leading you to every word, and the mean- Havel a family? They and 1, whatever others do, are 


ing of every word in scriptures under consideration, | to serve the Lord. 


vut if you will look at the conclusion of the Saviour’ S| Again, am I serrowful? I amto pray. Am [ in se- 
reply and search for other passages which reflect light | vere afflictions ? Yet then in patience I am to possess 
on the eubject, you will be better prepared to undet-'my soul. Am I in warfare? | am to take to myself the 
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whole armor of God. Have I tribulations? In aid wn: | 


der them I am still to rejoice. Am I poor? I am to 
seek for my riches, that treasure that is eternal in the 
heavens. Havel riches? In them I am not to trust, 
but in the living God, who gives me all things richly to 
enjoy. Dol rejoice? Itis to be only inthe Lord. Am 
1 merry? I am to sing Psalms. Have I afflictions? 
They are to be set on things above ; my conversation 
is to be in heaven, and my body a temple for the holy 
spirit to dwell in. Here parents and children, masters 
and servants, aud every relation are clearly instructed 
ih their relative duties to one another. Here the Mag- 
istrate is taught how to govern, and the governed how 
to obey; the judge how to conduct every trial, and 
how to pass sentence; the sinner how to become a 
saint, and the saint bow to prepare for glory. 

By the scriptures | am instructed what company to 
choese, what to shun; whom to esteem and delight in, 
whom to pity, and for whom to pray. Here lam ad- 
monished how to behave—as a public or private person 
towards men of every rank, in peace or war, as victor, 
or vanquished. Here is contained the infallible rule 
whereby | am to know the state of my soul, and if my 
claim to future bliss be well grounded, or founded on 
delusive dreams,---here I learn for what to care, and 
how to estimate created things, and all the gaudy 


pomp of time. Ina word, here I am taught how to 


bave my conversation in heaven, while on earth to rip- 
en for glory, and enlarge for God. 
Herald Gospel Liberty. 
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Mr. Editor,—Restorationist is under a mistake in 
supposing that I wish for his real name and the names 
of his brethren; I have too much respect for them to 
indulge such a wish, and i am confident that, waving 
entirely what they think of their sincerity, the opinion 
which they entertain of their honor wil! never let them 
see any good reasons why their real names should be 
given to the public, as authors of the proposals publish- 
ed in your paper of March 16th, H. BALLOU. 
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No. 5.—Remarks on the Prophecy of the desiruction of 
the City of Jerusalem—reques{ed by ‘M.B. BL 
(Concluded. ) 


*t He shall send his angels (verse 31) with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the earth 
even to the other.» Although it appears asif these 
words could belong to no other subject than the day of 
judgment, yet they evidently relate principally to the 
great object of this prophecy, the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem; after which event we are told, that Christ will 
send forth his angele; that is, his messengers or minis- 
ters (for so the word strictly signifies) * to preach his 
gospel to all the world, which preaching, is called by 
the prophets, ‘‘lifling up the voice like a trumpet ;t 
and they shall gather together his elect (i. e. shall col- 
leet. disciples or converts to their faith) from the 
four winds, from the four quarters of the earth ; or as 
St. Luke says, “from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south.” Our Saviour 
then designates the ‘ime when all these things shal! 


. eome to pass; and thus answers the other interroga- 


tion put to him by the disciples, ** Tell us when shal! 
these things be? Now learn (says he) a parable of the 
fig-tree ; when his branch is yet tender, and putteth 





* Vide Haggai i 13. 
xi10. Mark i 2. 
¥ Isaiah xviii 1. 


Malachi iii 1, xi'7. Mat. 
Luke vii 27. 


t See Luke xiii 29, 


od 
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forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh ; so likewise | bribe ; saying to bim very gravely :—* You have been 
ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that itis} wuch mistaken in the suit, for if the poor man could 
near, even at the doors. Verily | say unto you, this} bring no witnesses in confirmation of his right, } myself, 
generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfil- | can produce five hundred.’ He then threw the bag 
led.” with reproach and indignation, and decreed the house 
The only remark that is necessary to be made here, | to the poor plaintiff. 
is, that the time, when all the predictions were to be Such was the noble decision of a Turkish Judge, not 
fulfilled, is here distinctly explained, and limited to a unworthy the imitation of some who make a profession 
cerlain period. They were to be accomplished before | of the doctrines of christianity. 
the generation of men, then existing, should pass away. 
And accordingly all these events, did actually take i ae 
place within forty years after our Saviour delivered this 
prophecy. ‘But of that day and hour knoweth no 
man; no not the angels of beaven, but my Father THE MORALIST...No. 1 
only ;* that is, although the ‘ime when Jerusalem is to 
be destroyed, is, as ] have already told you, fixed to Read and believe. 
this generation, yet the precise day and hour of that When neighbors dwell together in peace, visit in 
event are not known except to God. ‘ As the days| friendship, converse for useful improvement or harmless 
of Noe were, so shal] also the coming of the Son of | amusement, take part in each other's prosperity and 
man be. For as in the days that were before the flood, adversity, concur in the government of their families 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in| are candid to excuse and careful to conceal each oth- 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, | er’s trivial or accidental failings, studious to reform rea] 
and knew not until the flood came, and took them all | or dangerous faults ; when all abide in their own busi- 
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. ness, a blessing will attend their labors, and success 
Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, will smile on their designs, their intercourse will be ea- 
and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at) sy, pleasant and virtuous, and a foundation will be lai 
the mill; the one shall be taken and the other Jeft-” | for the hap; iness of succeeding generations. 
That is, when the day of desolation shall come upon} But if each is bound up in himself and looks with un- 
Jerusalem, the inhabitants of that place will be as un-) feeling indifference on all] around him, or beholds his in- 
concerned and thoughtless, and unprepared for such an) ferior with contempt, his superior with love; if every 
event, as the antediluvians were for the flood in the days | meeting is filled wiih impertinent or angry Houtroverty. 
of Noah. But as the christians will be more watchful, | and every visit employed in tatling and backbiting - 
and in a better state of mind, than others, the provi-| neighbor defames neighbor, and each watches for ad 
dence of God will make a distinction between his faith- | vantages against another; if every brother will utterly 
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ful and his disobedient servants; and will protect and 
preserve the former, but leave the latter to be taken or 


may both be in the same situation of life, engaged in 
the same pursuits, and in appearance to the world, in 
every respect, in similar circumstances. 

Here ends the prophetical part of our Lord’s discoures; 
what follows is altogether exhortatory. It may be pro- 
perly called the moral of the prophecy ; and the prac- 
tical application of it, not only to his immediate hear- 
ers, but to his disciples in all future ages; for this con- 
cluding admonition, most certainly alludes no less to 
the final judgment, than to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and applies at least with equal force to both. And 
although the prophecy itself, in its primary and strict- 
est sense, relates throughout to the destruction of the 
temple, city, and government of Jerusalem, yet, as l 
have before observed, may be considered, and was per- 
haps inlended by Jesus, as a type and an eimllem of the 
dissolution of the world,--to which the total subversion 
of a great city, and a whole nation bears some resem- 
blance. JUSTITIA. 


— 3D 4§ 


A Singular instance of Justice ina Turkish Magistrate. 


A cause was tried before a young Cadi, at Smyrna ; 
the merits of which are as follows: A poor man claimed 
a house, which a rich man had usurped. The former 
held his deeds and documents to procure his right; but 
the latter had procured a number of witnesses to inval- 


red ducats; the Cadi received it. When it came toa 
hearing, the poor man told his story, and produced his 
writings, but wanted that most essential, and only val- 
uable proof, witnesses. 

The other provided with witnesses, laid his whole 
stress on them, and on his adversary’s defect in Jaw, 
who could procure none: he urged the Cad), therefore, 
to give sentence in his favor. 

After the most pressing solicitations, the Judge calm- 
ly drew out from under his sofa, the bag of five hund- 





red ducats, which the rich man had given him as a 


destroyed by their enemies ;—notwithstanding they | 





idate them; and to suppert their evidence effectually, | 
he presented the Cadi, with a bag containing five hund- | jeralas of the cross, as they visit distant and barbarous 





supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders. 
one had better seek a solitary lodging in the wilderness 
than dwell with such neighbors. 

West Cambridge, April 10, 1622. 
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Poriland, April 1, 1822, 

Dear Brother,—Knowing the felicity with which you 
receive every communication, which relates directly to 
the cause of our ascended Master, ainong men, | send 
you the following account of a remarkable alteration in 
the aspects of the christian profession in this place, 
within a few weeks. 

A particular reason for congratulating you on the 
subject of this letter, is, the cheerfulness with which 
you will reciprocate the favor, and in answer, inform 
me of the work which is begun and now going on, in 
your vicinity, of a similar description. You know, 
brother, the zea) with which we have opposed the sec- 
farian divisions among professing christians, and the ac- 
tive part which we have taken, to convince those with 
whom we have labored, that the whele religious com- 
munity needed a great reformation, that they might be 
able to teach unbelievers, by example, as well as by 
precept. | have uniformly contended, both in public 
and in private, that union and friendly agreement 
among the different religious communities, would be 
infinitely more efficacious in the conversion of unbe- 
lievers to the christian system, that all the missionary 
labors, of which the present age can boast. Could the 


climes, where first the rising sun gilds India’s hills, an- 
nounce the fellowship of home-united churches, and 
describe the enjoyments and increased felicities of 
christianized nations, they would be heard with pleas- 
ure, be received with joy, and be beleved in due sea- 
son. But! am wandering from my subject. Glory be 
to God, the spell of sectarian sarictimony is apparently 
at an end, in this place. On yesterday morn, at six 
o’clock, the severa] denominations were invited toa un- 
ion prayer meeting, at the Methodist meeting house. 


|For the first time, Hallelujah! Hallelujah!! the eeps- 
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rating walls. of anticchristian parly-ism were thrown, 
or overleaped, and Calvinisis, Baptists, Methodist and | sors of the christian religion. 
Freewillers were harmoniously engaged undcr the same | discourage any measure, which may tear a single reck, 


roof, without reference to peculiarity cf faith. 


present, and with much satisfaction witnessed the joy-| christian world inte sectarian communities. 
fulseason. After the people, some of al] orders, (Quak- 


ers excepted,) had principally assembled, Rev. Br. 
Taylor, the oldest of the Methodist ministers, arose and 
read the 133d and 134th Psalms; and after making 
some appropriate, sensible and judicious remarks, touch- 
ing the object of the meeting, the satisfaction with which 
he saw them for the first time assembled in that manner, 


the anti-sectarian motives hy which they were influenc- | 
| deeper wound in the side of pure religion, than all the 


ed in coming together, the great and lasting honor 
which it must confer on all who were thus liberally dis- 
posed, and the immense interest it must yield to the 
cause of reformation among the several denominations, 
and more especiolly, st the present, a time of such won- 
derful out pourings of the holy Spirit, he kneeled and 
offered to the throne of infinite grace a solemn and suit: 
able prayer. Rev. Br. Ripley, a Calvinist Baptist, fol- 
lowed him, by reading the 17th chapter of John, and 
prayed also. Rev. Br. Kilborne, the other Methodist, 
succeeded him, with a pertinent address, and a solemn 
prayer. Rev. Br. Rand, a Union Baptist, next read 
the 12th chapter of Isaiah, and made an eloquent arid 
devout prayer. Another Brother also prayed. The 
performances were all good, and highly acceptable to 
the audience, and doubtless to the ear of Heaven. 

A letter was read from Salem, addressed to the pas- 
tors of the several religious churches in this town, re- 
commending them to unite in prayer meetings. It pur- 
ported to be signed by men of four different orders in 
Salem, and stated that in that place, Beverly, &c. sim- 
ilar meetings were instituted and that great and glo- 
rious consequences might be expected to follow. It 
mentioned **the signs of the times,’ and if its con- 
tents were true, which were not disputed, they must be 
extremely good; for if party spirit subsides and dies 
away, and middle walls fall down, so that all denomi- 
nations can amalgamate and form one community, it is 
a sign of halcyon days indeed, and also, that pure reli- 
cion and not superstition, wil! characterize the coming 
are——To me, brother, the appearances and aspects look 
extremely favorable. In due time I shall invite them 
to our meeting house, and hope to enjoy with them 
divine followship. But some uncharitable people say, 
the ministers and pious people of the Calvinistic and 
Armiinian sects wil] not meet in a meeting beneath the 
roof where I minister, in the name of Jesus. But that 
cannot be. You know, brother, that real Calvinists 
have always declared our doctrine preferable to Ar- 
minianism ; and also, that, Methodists have uniformly 
prefered the doctrine of impattial salvation to Calvin- 
On both hands they have declared this, since 
Reason therefore teaches us, 


ne 


sm. 
I came into this town. 
that if they can embrace each other with one hand, 
they will each join hands also with our doctrine or with 
me, and with equal or greater cordiality. Then have J 
not reason to rejoice, as wellas o/hers? How joyful 


shall I feel when all those whom I love in the Lord,!,,,; 


own me asa brother? 
rated from his brethren,’? merely for believing in the 
universal subnvission of all our Father’s family to the 
Prince of Peace, has an opportunity of meeting them in 
love. How freely will he forgive, and say, ‘* Grieve 
not yourselves,” &c. Should this prove a party work, 
and refuse a brother’s hand of fellowship, it will carry 
with it indications of its origin, and be laying in store, 
combustables, for the burning of future guilt. But! 
would not for 4 moment indulge the thought. Shoul: 
any thing uncommon and unexpected transpire, you 
will be informed. RUSSELL STREETER. 
Rev, BARZILLAI STREETER. 





Salem, April 9, 1822. 
Dear Brother,—I should feel no Jess happy than 
yourself, with the introduction of laudable means, for 


| was, 





When he who is now “ sepa-|ssine amount of punishment measured back again, in 





the promotion of fraternal fellowship among the profes- 
Nor would | knowingly 


from the * middle wall of partition,’ which separates the 
1 would 
cordially cherish every institution, support every mo- 
tion and strengthen ev@gy exertion, which might pro- 
mise to add a plume to the wing of charity, or effect 
the least visible reformation in the temper and spirit of 
professed christians, It is a lamentable fact, that the 
uncharitable asperity and persecution in which differ- 
ent denominations have indulged, against each other, 
have done more for the cause of infidelity, and made a 


writings of Hume, Volney, and Voltaire, united. As 
much, therefore, as I] value the benign religion of our 
Lord, and venerate the sacred rites and institutions of 
his gospel, with the hopes and pleasures it inspires; and 
ns much as J regard the prevalence of christian morals, 
and the union and happiness of the great family of man- 
kind, so much would I value and regard any measure, 
which might tend to mellow and dissolve the prejudices, 
and accelerate the union of christians at variance, and 
of churches divided. I heartily rejoice witb you in the 
prospects in the east, and hope that the union which 
has commenced among you, in putting forth its bud in 
the Spring, may continue its growth through the Sum- 
mer, and ultimate in a full harvest of the ripened fruits 
of the spirit, which you seem to anticipate. When you 
shall again mingle your united prayers at the throne of | 


Those brethren on the ot «r side of the question 
may they still continue to defend and support those 
lovely principles of universal love and mercy, of our 
heavenly Father through his Son Jesus Christ, to the 
whole family of man, JOHN. 


ATHEISM. 
Extraci from Dwight’s travels, 

All of them, (luding to the heavenly bodies,) in his 
opinion, (the atheist’s) owe their being to fate, acci- 
dent or the blind action of stupid matter. They exist 
for no end; and accomplish nonce. 4 ey spring from 
no wisdom; and display none. They are, therefore, 
what they would have been, had they been made, and 
moved, by an Intelligent Cause, without any purpose, 
or design, in their creation; a vast apparatus of splen- 
dor and magnificence, assembled together for nothing ; 
an immense show, in which nothing was intended, and 
from which nothing can be gained. The mind, in svur- 
veying them, asks instinctively, and irresistibly, how 
came this train of wonders into being? and is answered 
with nothing but perplexity and folly, doubt and de- 
spair. In the same manner it inquires, of what use wili 
this mighty assemblage of worlds and their furniture 
prove? The only reply is, of none. Al), with their 
motions, furniture, and inhabitants, are the result, anc 
under the control, of that iron-handed necessity, whic 
exists in the blind operations of unconscious matter ;—- 
that gloomy fate of the Heathens, to which they sullen 
ly submitted, because they deemed it inevitable ; and 
which, while it showered calamities in abundance, cut 








infinite grace, pray, my brother, pray for us. Intreat 
upon both your knees, pour out your ful) soul in cries | 
and tears, that the four Orders * in this place, who are | 
engaged in the same cause and have recommended it to 
your churches, may follow your improvement, by ex- 
tending their charity and union to all Orders, as you 
have done,—and invite them to join in the same holy 
soleninities, from which they expect such * great and 
glorious consequences’ to arise; that they may con. 
strain us to acknowledge that it is the * work of the 
Lord God, and glorious in our sight.’ Fail not to give 
me al] the imformation possible concerning this glo- 
rious work in your Town and vicinity, and be assured 
that should the Union Prayer meeting, in this place, 
stretch beyond its present limits, or effect any radical 
changes in or out of the four churches, at which, if 
good, we shall rejoice with them, you shall have the in- 
telligence. BARZILLAI STREETER, 
Rey. RussELL STREETER. 





* All of which are Calvinists in sentiment, and differ 
only in their mode of church government. Their 
preacirers have been in the habit of making mutual ex- 
changes for years. 
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Mr. Editor,—Our blessed Saviour gave to his disci- 
ples the following warning ;—‘* with what measure ye 
mete, it shal] be measured to you again.”» Those, who 
measure fulure punishment, either /emporary or efer- 
i, uccording to the above declaration, may have the | 


Om 
Som 


e way or other. This is true in some instances, if 


off every hope, and every effort, for the attainment o: 
deliverance. Tothe wretch, whose mind is effectually 
imbued with this scheme of things, the Universe is 
changed into a vast prison, where himself and his com- 
panions are confined by bolts and bars, forged by the 
hand of blind, immoveable, and irresistible Destiny ; 
where no heart is found to pity their sufferings, and no 
hand to lend relief; where no eye looks with sympa- 
thy, and no ear Jetens with tenderness; where the 
walls reach to heaven, and are hung with clouds at 
midnight; and were every effort to escape, conducts 
the miserable tenant only to the sullem cavern of de- 
spair. 








To Readers and Correspondents. 


‘A. M.’ is received and under consideration. 

* Oneida,’ is received and will be attended to. 

‘ The Moralist No. 1,° inserted in our paper of to day, 
wil] be read with pleasure by our patrons ; and should 
his future Nos. be written in the same style and spirit, 
as well as conciseness, we shall have no objection toa 
continuation of them. 

The Letter of the Rev. Mr. Streeter from Portland, 
as wel] as the answer to the same from his brother in 
Salem, will, we presume, be read with interest by alli 
our patrons. 








MARRIED, 
In this Cily.—By the Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Mr. Al- 
pbheus Babcock to Miss Margaret R. Perkins. ‘ 
By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Kendall Parsons to Miss 
Margaret Underwood. 
By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. William Somerby to 
Miss Lydia Hutchins. 








not all, asl am acquainted with believers in efernal 
punishment, who doubt, at times, whether their own 
redemption would be sure at last, which ceuses them | 
great uneasiness and anxiety of mind. Temporary 
punishment believers, perhaps have their portion; at 
least! sbould think so, by the late Magazines, being 
plentifully stored with it. 

Punishment, sir, beyond the grave, according to my 
understanding of the volume of divine instruction, can- 
not be genuine truth, without the previous introduction 
of sin, because, from Genesis to Revelation, sin and 
punishment go hand in hand, till death closes the 
scene. . 

In viewing the above text, I should argue, that it 
would be best for believers, in the fashionable doctrine 
of future punishment, pot to measure out any more to 
—_ brethren, than they would wish to take to them- 
selves. 





In Brookfield, Mass.—Dr. Benjamin L. Howe, of 
Shrewsbury to Mrs. Mary Hitcheock, of B. 

In Watertown.—Mr. James White to Miss Eliza 
Cheney. 

In Salem.—Mr. Joseph Avery to Miss Polly Towne. 
—Mr. James Richardson, jr. to Miss Lydia Ayres. 

In Hartford, Con.—Mr. Alonzo Sisson, of Wilbra- 
ham, to Miss Nancy Bird. 
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DIED, 

In this Cily.—On the 12th inst. Mrs, Susannah St. 
Medard, consort of the late Dr, St. Medard, aged 75. 

Mr. Samuel Crease, 33. , 

Mr. Abraham Sutton, 44. 

In Cambridge.—Brig. Gen. Moses Porter, Colone} 
of the Ist regiment of U. S. artillery, 66. 

In Quincy.--Esther, wife of Themas M. Field, 24. 
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POET’S CORNER. 


(<= The following poetical lines were received for in- 
sertion in our paper. Although there are some de- 
fects inthe measure, and composition—yet from the 
pure spirit of charity and devotion, which evidently 
characterize the sentiments, we are inclined to give 
them an insertion.--Fd. 


“rilten by a person, soon after his recovery from a se- 
vere fil of sickness, and but a short time after the 
death of his wife. 

To you my gen ewus, kind, and faithful friends, 

Small are my hopes to ever make amends 

For charity, so long severely tried, 

When sick and helpless you my wants suppli'd. 

Yet there is one whose all-omnicient eye 

Sees ev’ry action from his throne on high, 

The friendly hand outsiretch'd the poor to save, 

From want, from ruin, or th’ untimely grave ; 

That open hand his piercing eye surveys, 

His even balance all its bounty weighs, 

Firm is his promise as his shining throne, 

With interest high t’ repay the gen’rous Joan. 





May you, my friends, ne'er taste the bitter fare, 
Misfortune’s sons are oft compell’d to share ; 

Bend to the yoke or bow the throbbing head, 

Lack health or means to earn your children’s bread. 


But may your guardian angels hover round, 
And dash the cup of mis'ry to the ground !— 
Lead you to affluence, honor, health, content, 
And acts of mercy you may ne’er repent. 


Fain would my e’ercharg’d heart the muse employ, 
But death has chill’d the current of my joy.— 

I strike the harp, it only seems to sigh, 

Low in the grave her mould’ring relics lie. 


Could | her life have purchas’d with my own, 
This bleeding heart had paid the ransom down; 
But Heav’n ordains ;—her sainted spirit flies, 
And e*’en a murmur would offend the skies. 


That faithful breast, my refuge long from pain, 
Will never press this grateful heart again— 

Ah never! yet full oft her visionary form 

Lies by my side, and looks alive and warm ; 


Tkies her cheek, that seems with health to glow, 
Ite death’s cold touch recalls that scene of woe !* 
Yet doubting still, my aching head I raise, 

And still the dear delusion lingering stays. 


Till waking mem’ry bids suepicion rise, 
To doubt the evidence of longing eyes, 
By slow degrees the vision fades away, 
And leaves my bursting heart to grief a prey. 


A thousand anxions fears intrude my breast, 
Disturb my brain and rob me of my rest ;— 
For my poor babes, too young their loss to know, 
A double care now pains this fev’rish brow. 


O may they 2/] possess their mother’s worth, 

Wer gentle spirit, and unsullied {roth ; 

Then will that Being whe has giv’r them breath, 

Guide them through life, and be their friend in death. 
ALLAN, 





* Atthe time of her death. 
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TUNE —Ganges. 
Great God dost thou delight to bless, 
Or hast thou joy in wretchedness— 
And fallen creatures pain ; 
Shall those, who emanate from thee, 
Be doom'd to endless misery, 
And hell's infernal chain ? 








Shall Satan bear nine tenths away 
To dreadful curs’d eternity, 
Which mercy eould not save? 
Or does not Christ abound in grace, 
To rescue Adam's fallen race, 
Who suffer in the grave ? 
Then why did he to eartifdesend, 
And die the guilty sinner’s friend— 
Nail’d to the fatal tree ; 
If Satan holds a world in chains, 
Why did the Saviour bear these pains, 
To set the captive free? 
Shall suffering souls for mercy cry, 
And God in wrath their pray’rs deny— 
Except the chosen few ? 
Are millions doom’d to endless hell, 
. Because our first. great parents fell— 
Which heav’n at first foreknew ? 
No, I will trast thy tender care, 
For thou didst to the world declare, 
Thy mercies know no end— 
On thy kind word my faith shall dwell, 
Nor fear the powers of death and hell, 
But on thy love depend. 
ALLAN. 
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A Friendly Interview. 
EVENING DISCOURSE. 

‘* While the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night, shall not cease.» —Gen. villi 22. 

[Cone)uded. ] 


I was proceeding further to illustrate my discourse, 
by showing that the sun-shine and the rain, the heat 
and the cold, were also among the many proofs of God's 
unchangeable leve to the whole human race, whether 
they were sitnated in the torrid, frigid, or temperate 


; . . . 
zones, whether they were Jew or Gentile, Barbarian, 


Scythian, bond or frer, love encircles thei all, because 
they are all included, in the one great and adorable 
head, Jesus Christ, who is the beginning of the creation 
of God,—and also the beginning of the resurrection 
state ; and was again inquiring who could doubt the 
goodness of the Maker of all things, when my friend in- 
terrupted by saying, ‘he knew of none that did deny 


the goodness of God, for are not these all visible to the 


eye and feelings of the whole posterity of man ?? said 
he. To which | answered, yes, my friend, they are ; 
but nevertheless there are these who deny his goodness, 
though they experience it every day, yea, every minute; 
aud I trust I shall be able to convince you before we 
conclude our evening conversation. 

The Psalmist says, ‘The Lord is good unto all, and 
his tender mercies are over all the works of his bands.” 
Does the Calvinist acknowledge this? No: for, using 
the sentiments of the Westminster divines, which they 
are industrious to establish,—they say, ‘ All mankind 
by the fall lost communion with Ged, fell under his 
wrath and curse, were made liable to the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and the pains of hell forever.” The 
same creed teaches to believe that Jesus Christ was 
sent to save a part, and only a part of the human race, 
called THE ELEcT. Is not this in effect, denying the 
goodness of God? Would any man take pleasure in 
tormenting a fellow creature in such a way? No:— 
where then does he derive his goodness? It is an ema- 
nation from God, whose very nature is goodness. It is 


impossible, then, that God, who is the fountain of love, 
should do any thing contrary to his nature, any thing 
at which man would recoil. 
stance. 

St. Paul begins bis writings to the Hebrews by in- 
forming them that ‘God, who at sundry times, and in 


Here then is one in- 





divers manners, spake in times past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things.° 
Does the limitarian acknowledge that Christ is the ap- 
pointed heir of all things? No: for almost every de- 
nomination zealously maiutains, that by far the greater 
part of the human family will be given over to the ad- 
versary to be turned into everlasting tormenis, that 
which is * tremendous and indescribable—to use the 
words of one of their writers. Here then is another in- 
stance in which the goodness of God is doubted; but { 
forbear to enlarge, lest [ should wound the spirit of a 


brother. 
If the benefits of salvation were never designed but 


only for an elect number, then all the exertions of mis- 
sionaries, both foreign and domestic, to convert the 
heathen world, must prove fruitlest, because they are 
fighting against the purposes of God. But if the bene- 
fits of salvation are to extend as far as sin is found— 
from Adam to his latest son,—then all the exertions of 
finite man to impede its progress, will again prove fruit- 
less. And that it will extend so far, is fully demon- 
strated in scripture. ‘I have sworn by myself, the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every hnee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall swear. Surely, shall say, in 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength.’ This is 
the declaration of Jehovah. 

But, Lorenzo, | am wendering far from our subject; 
let us return again to the text, and view all things un- 
der the sun, not excep‘ing man, as in a state of pro- 
gression, moving onward to a more perfect state, where 
joys uninterrupted for the whole posterity of man, will 
fow like streams in perpetual succession. 
friend, the text verified in every instance ; you see the 
seasons revolving onward according to divine appoint- 
ment. Why not believe that sin and all its conse- 
quences, and hit who has the power of it, will be de- 


You see my 


stroyed, and an everlasting righteousness brought in 
through the mediation and ministration of Christ, who 
is the promised ‘seed that is to bruise the serpent’s 
head °—which is siu? It is promised—Why not then 
put the same confidence in one promise as in another? 
But man, by his perverse nature, has made himself a 
deceptive being, and be looks upon his Maker in the 
same light ; but, ‘I am God, I change not, is the di- 
vine declaration ; therefore Jet us no more doubt, but 
believe in the promises that remain to be fulfilled, as 
well as in those that have and are passing in succes. ion 
at every dispensation of time. 

Firmly believing that the greatest of al] spiritual 
blessings is in reserve for all] the families, kindreds and 
nations of the earth, as promised to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, in the * Branch’ that is destined to overshadow 
the whole earth ;—firmly believing in the prophetic lan- 
guage of Jeremiah, that the time is rapidly progressing 
when ‘ they shall teach no more every man his neig!.bor, 
end every man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for al] 
shal] know me from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord: for ! will forgive their iniquity, 
and | will remember their sin no more’—and with that 
of Isaiah,—‘ for the earth shal! be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ;’—firmly be- 
lieving but the ninth hour on the clock having al- 
most expired, admonishes that it is time to close, which 
I will do in these sublime words of the poet: 

** O goodness infinite! goodness immense! 
And love that passeth knowledge! 
Words are vain; 
Language is lost in wonders so divine.” 
** Come then, expressive silence, muse his praise." 
LAY PREACHER. 
=—a 

Another Glass.—\n former times an hour was allow- 
ed to the English divines for the delivery of their Ser- 
mons; and to be more exact in its computation, an 
hour glass was placed near the preacher.—Dr. Bur- 
rowes, being once very much engaged in his subject, 
which was infemperance, found his glass rua out before 
he had said all he wished, on which he observed, ‘* my 
brethren, the time for conclusion has come, but, as the 
subject is so interesting, we will take another glass,"’ 
and, turning it up, proceeded. 
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